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God  is  not 
done  with 
the  SBC, 
says  Greear 

DURHAM,  N.C.  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  -  The  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  (SBC)  is  “more  con¬ 
vinced  than  ever*  that  God  is 
not  done  with  the  SBC  and  is 
“extending  us  an  invitation  to 
trust  Him? 

J.D.  Greear,  pastor  of  The 
Summit  Church  in  Raleigh- 
Durham,  N.C,  said  in  a  re¬ 
cent  Facebook  Live  broadcast 
that  he  has  been  preaching 
at  state  Baptist  convention 
annual  meetings  and  other 
gatherings  this  tall  about  “the 
primacy  of  the  Gospel  in  our 
mission,  the  primacy  of  the 
Gospel  in  just  shaping  who 
we  are  as  a  people  -  what 
we’re  identified  with,”  as  a 
reflection  of  his  Gospel  Above 
All  theme  for  the  SBC  annual 
meeting  in  2019  in  Birming- 

G  reear  said  the  three'main 
applications  he  has  empha¬ 
sized  in  the  Gospel  Above  All 
theme  are: 

■  Asking  every  Southern 
Baptist  to  pray  for  and  share 
the  Gospel  with  due  specific 
individual  in  2019. 

■  Asking  every  church  to 
take  the  next  step  in  church 
planting.  While  some  congre¬ 
gations  may  be  ready  toplant 


PHYSICIANS  NEUTRAL 
ON  ASSISTED  SUICIDE 

WASHINGTON.  D.C.  (BP) 

-  Delegates  lo  the  Oc¬ 
tober  annual  meeting  of 
the  American  Academy  of 
Family  Physicians  (AAFP) 
voted  to  embrace  a  stance 
of  'engaged  neutrality' 
regarding  physician-assisted 
suicide.  'By  moving  physi¬ 
cian-assisted  suicide  into  the 
neutral'  position,  the  (AAFP] 
is  communicating  that  this 
practice  is  within  the  realm 
of  acceptability-  By  taking  a 
hands-off  approach,  it  doubt¬ 
lessly  tips  the  scales  in  favor 
of  legitimizing  physician-as¬ 
sisted  suicide.'  said  Andrew 
Walker,  director  of  research 
and  senior  fellow  in  Chris¬ 
tian  ethics  for  Southern 
Baptists'  Ethics  b  Religious 
Liberty  Commission  in 
Nashville,  in  written  com¬ 
ments  for  Baptist  Press  The 
reach  of  the  assisted-suicide 
movement  has  grown  since 
Oregon  became  the  first 
state  to  legalize  the  practice 
in  1997  Physician-assisted 
suicide  is  now  in  effect  in 
California.  Colorado.  Hawaii. 
Montana.  Oregon.  Vermont . 
Washington  state,  and  the 
District  of  Columbia 


in  March  by  the  Mississippi  Leg¬ 
islature  and  signed  by  Gov.  Phil 
Bryant  as  “purejpulighting.* 
Gaslighting  is  “a  systematic 
pattern  of  abuse  by  which  the 
abuser  manipulates  tactual  in¬ 
formation  to  give  the  victim  the 
impression  that  they  cannot 


DATE,  THEME  SET  FOR 
NATL  DAY  OF  PRAYER 

ROGERS.  Ark  (BP)  -  'Love 
One  Another'  is  the  theme 
for  the  2019  National  Day 
of  Prayer  May  2.  event 
president  Ronnie  Floyd  has 
announced.  Floyd,  a  former 
two-term  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  and  senior  pastor  of 
multhcampus  Cross  Church 
in  northwestern  Arkansas, 
said.  'I  realize  that  our  task 
today  is  daunting  and  quite 
intimicteting.  I  don't  have  all 
of  the  answers,  and  I  don't 
think  any  one  of  us  would 
have  aH  of  the  answers, 
but  we  do  know  ultimately 
Who  does  have  aH  of  the 
answers.  Who  has  e  greeter 
passion  and  a  greater  vision 
to  redeem  the  world  and 
that's  Jesus  Christ,  the  living 
Son  of  God  '  The  National 
Day  of  Prayer  was  created 
in  1962  by  a  joint  resolu¬ 
tion  of  The  U  S  Congress 
and  signed  into  law  by  U.S 
President  Harry  S.  Truman 
Every  president  since  Tru¬ 
man  has  signed  a  National 
Day  of  Prayer  proclamation 


Did  John  Allen  Chau  do  the  right  thing 


ANOAMAN  ISLANDS.  India 

(BP)  -  The  last  reported  sight¬ 
ing  of  American 
tnuwirwy  John  iflfUkSP 
Allen  Chau  was 
Nov.  17.  Fisher- 
men  off  the  coast  VfMP  W 
of  India’s  North  B  ^  .  L, 
Sentinel  island  MNiff 
spotted  what  they  HT 


»«•  CHAU  on  p  6 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


Photo  On  My  Phone 


Guest  opinion 

with  Sammi  Carby 


T1  as  Vegas  is  already  known  from  floating  orbs  from  Germany 
I  for  its  exotic,  eye-popping  ec-  that  we  brought  over,  to  interac- 
X-icentricities  that  draw  people  tive  floors  like  giant  iPads  that  are 
from  all  over  the  world  intent  on  10  feet  by  16  wet,  to  laser  graffiti 
handing  over  vast  sums  of  their  that  is  outside  that  the  customers 
money  to  enjoy  what  are,  essen-  can  interact  with." 
tiafly,  rigged  gambling  scams.  Floating  orbs.  Interactive 

(When  the  state  has  to  force  floors.  Giant  iPads.  Laser  grafitti 

casinos  to  pay  a  certain,  pre-set  The  total  cost  of  the  Planet  13  can- 

percentage  back  to  the  suckers  nabis  merchandising  and  enter- 
who  are  otherwise  wasting  their  tainment  complex  upon  compie- 
money,  called  "winnings”  m  the  don  is  estimated  at  57-5  million, 
twisted  parlance  of  the  industry.  That's  not  all  The  Planet  13 
it's  a  rigged  scam.)  web  site  is  a  vast  encyclopedia 

When  a  state  like  Mississippi  on  the  use  of  marijuana  inctad- 
elects  leaders  like  Republican  Govs.  Lng  articles  with  tides  such  as  The 
Phil  Bryant  and  Haley  Barbour  Newest  Edible  Craze:  Cannabis 

who  never  tum/tumed  down  a  Tonics;  Can  CBD  [Cannabidiol, 
chance  to  tout  legalized  thievery  in  an  active  ingredient  in  marijuana] 
the  form  of  gambling  as  the  answer  Help  Your  Pups?;  and  Tourists' 
to  all  our  problems,  coupled  with  a  Guide  to  Choosing  the  Best  Can- 
compliant  legislature  that  doesn't  nabis  Products, 
care  about  sending  our  meager  That's  not  alL  The  web  site  also 

resources  to  out  of  state  bank  ac-  provides  a  convenient  order  form 
counts  by  the  billions,  just  about  for  Planet  13  products.  Custom- 

anything  is  possible  as  in  Nevada.  ers  can  choose  from  a  variety  of 
Nevada  has  casinos?  So  does  attractive,  one-gram  packages  of 
M  ississippi.  Nevada  has  sports  marjjuana  at  “competitive  prices” 
betting?  So  does  Mississippi.  Ne-  with  names  like  Cherry  Diesel, 
vada  has  breathtaking  bankruptcy.  Blue  Alien,  Death  Star  Cherry  Pie, 
domestic  abuse,  and  suicide  rates?  and  Cookies  ‘n  Cream. 

So  does  Mississippi.  Nevada  has  Of  course.  Planet 13  hastens  to 
the  largest  recreational  marijuana  add  the  disclaimer.  “Inis  website 
superstore  in  the  country?  So  may  not  be  used  where  access  to 
does...  hold  on -do  our  gambling  or  use  of  this  website  or  any  part 
governor  and  all  the  toadies  in  the  of  it  may  be  illegal  or  prohibited” 
Legislature  know  about  that?  Right  That  has  worked  so  well  in 

Planet  13  in  las  Vegas  is  open-  keeping  alcohol  out  of  die  bands 

ing  its  doors  to  residents  and  /  of  minors,  hasn't  it? 

visitors  alike  who  apparently  can’t  Over  the  course  of  many  years 

dip  deeply  enough  into  the  river  of  now,  we  have  suffered  from  al- 
alcohol  flowing  through  that  desert  cohol  creep  in  Mississippi  to  the 
town  to  be  satisfied.  Thus  the  pri-  extent  that  it’s  now  freefr  available 
vately  owned,  120,000-square-foot  in  supermarkets.  Over  the  course 
marijuana  dispensary  was  buflt  to  of  not  nearly  as  many  years,  Mis- 
help  people  in  search  of  the  next  sissippi  has  suffered  from  gam- 
thrill  on  the  ever-growing  list  of  biing  creep,  going  from  small  riv- 
inappropriate  overindulgences  for  erboats  that  must  be  on  the  water 
which  Las  Vegas  is  so  famous.  to  giant  land-based  mega  casinos 
After  all,  tne  town  advertises  and  widespread  sports  betting, 
its  image  as,  "What  happens  in  If  we're  not  vigilant,  the  same 

Vegas,  stays  in  Vegas.  Wonder  type  of  creep  wilr occur  with 

what  means?  marijuana  in  this  state.  Before  we 

To  put  Planet  13  in  perspec-  know  it,  another  drug  will  over- 
tive,  the  average  sue  of  a  WalMart  run  Mississippi  just  hke  alcohol 
store  today  is  estimated  by  has  done  ana  another  despicable 
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Church  discovers 
less  debt  means 
more  missions 


UNK>N  CITY,  Tn.  (BP)  -  The 
math  is  quite  simple  at  Second 
Church  m  Union  i 
City.  No  debt  1 

equals  more  re-  r  ^1 
sources  for  mis¬ 
sions.  For  the  ^ 
first  time  in  15  /%T 

years  the  church  Jt 
is  learning  to 
five  debt-free, 

Kor  Justin  M,ENS 

is  said. 

In  2003,  the  church  began  a 
relocation  process  that  eventual¬ 
ly  would  cost  more  than  $12  mil- 

fiorLHiens  joined  the  church  that 
same  year,  fresh  out  of  college,  as 
youth  minister,  serving  there  for 
nearly  five  years  before  moving 
on  to  become  pastor  of  churches 


FINANCIAL  PEACE  -  In  his  Nashv 

to  talk  about  helping  pastors  and  their 
face  (BP  photo) 


ille-area  radio  studo.  Dave  Ramsey  sat  down  with  Baptist  Press 
congregations  navgate  the  daily  financial  chaltengVs  thl 


Ramsey's  Financial  Peace 
University  gains  momentum 


Tteseaate  emotions  a*  a^themini^o^  Sita” 

t^*S>8.fc5J!lad?00Un,*dr“te  the  town  of  10,00c,  115  In  the  past  couple  a 

to  heh>  their  churches  get  start-  northeast  of  Memphis.  Second  Chureh  ha^sn'n 

^  noting  that  he  .Neatly  34  oerti  ^  every  its  own  members  appoint 

SrcssssS  sska-sE; 
-SS3E1 ..“ara£3£ 

^  ®  %**»■*  *°  eon-  can  Mission  Board  to  heh 

W°o  saves  $2,700  Ms,  How  could  we  impact  our  church  in  New  York  Qtv 

&  SlZL  EL  WS"*  Ji The  churSTis  atoo  ofcj 

,*”™  aDowa  flym  to  become  thttothmje cietoe7-  a  ministry  center  to mw 

'ttt^egHterou^Clayton  obeerwed.  Thoughchurch  members  had  in taiwS  comm^ii^d 

Many  churches  are  also  see-  5**®  ™™Ht  over  the  years,  tor  said.  In  aHHitinn 

s^Ssi-ss;  ss-Jm 
Sgss&sxr  wsseetr^  SMJssaft, 
■Jgaafgygas;  “"fsssss; 

American  Mission  Board  and  '■“»*  *“d  they  took  recently  accepted  Christ, 

r  a  step  m  faith  by  engaging  in  a  said,  notine.  The  rvrti™. 


■  2™™as-  wtuch  began  tegic  partnership 

™  m  2QQ5.  gifted  the  ooara  and 

hmniM  to  participating  mem-  Ramsey  Solutions  that  win  offer 
{£!  congregation.  More  FPU  to  all  oftheirchun*  planters 
£“*  *>°°°  P«>Ple.  from  Cross  to  “equip  them  to  enter  Sry 
Ontodi  have  participated,  the  in  a  litter  financial  position^ 

More  than  200  church  plant¬ 
ers  have  utilized  the  course  so  far 


g.  jwieving  that  God  would  Hiensisana 
2^e,i^?eny?f!;toPayoffthe  churches  to  “dre 

.  S&jS&FK.-,.  1236™; 

-  - - -  just  to  pay  off  the  building."  world  for  Chr^ 

Ramsey  emphasized  in  the  BP  noted,  but  to  “start  chan-  "We  want  to 

fnterview  that  getting  out  of  debt  neiira  to  missions."  God's  people  con 

*  to  pving,  “because  if  ™  tbe  budget  was  pre-  to  His  wort;  the « 

you  re  out  of  dm  and  on  a  budget  senttd  to  the  church  before  the  what  we  can  do  fi 

and  you  love  Jesus,  I  think  tithing  d*!*  W9S  paid,  it  included  an  Hiens  said  I 

b  a  natural  thiM  that  occurs,"  additional  $100,000  for  mis-  by  the  faithfulr 

said  in  addition  to  sions  bringing  its  total  mission*  f%.rr4vc 

irches,  he  wants  to 
.  -:ir  — —  who  aren't  involved 
m  churdi.  Ramsey  said  he  gets 
especially  excited  when  his  prac- 
,  .  ’  1 00  handling  money  and 
deb^p^lead^meoue 

"You  cant  beat  that.  That's 
about  aagood  as  h  gets.’  he 
stressed.  I  came  from  the  outside 
world,  not  the  church  world  and 
so  I  want  the  financial  peace  ctas- 
es  to  be  an  attraction  to  someone 

nke  I  was  —  a  reason  for  them  to 
come  over  to  the  church  to  go  to 
daw  to  get  out  of  debt Jmt,  dn  by 


unsey  told  Ronnie  Floyd,  Cross  Church’s 

1  most  of  senior  jpastorand  former  two* 

wted  and  term  SBC  president,  said  it’s  Ramsey  emohi 
yjyaators  well  worth  the  investment  for  I*  _ 

toT^tk>n'8Per,0na,and  *  **  key  topvi 

“Christians  and  non-Chris- 
□ges  his  tians  face  the  same  grim  reality: 
generate  The  leading  cause  of  divorce  in 
e  of  hate  marriage  is  financial  trouble," 
ce  of  ad-  he  said  in  an  e-mail  interview,  reach 
everyone  “Therefore,  we  believe  as  the 
8  Pastors  church  we  must  do  all  we  ran  to  w 
Jt  tithing  equip  our  people  and  the  people  heal  tips' 

in  our  region  on  how  to  deal  with  J  ~ 

two  set-  their  financial  struggles." 

*1  getting  Ashley  Clayton,  vice  presi- 
S^™1*  on  dent  for  Cooperative  Program 


raiagas  BBtaatat 

0ndAt^t^SSiT,ibiSSOK  *1“?.  llfiK 

^lltto^L y.  *  budBCt  **  tnction.  He  noted  be 

ssgasaoss 

ngm,  ive  got  a  light  bifl.  Thats  among  state  conventions 


"We  want  to  show  that  when  God  s  people 
commit  themselves  to  His  work,  the  sky  is  the  limit 
in  what  we  can  do  for  the  Lord  * 

Justin  Hiens 

PBatoc.  Second  Church,  Union  City,  Tn. 
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I  think  that  it  was  probably  die  coldest 
day  in  the  winter  of  2018.  When  Isay  it 
was  a  cold  day,  it  was  a  cold  rooming. 
Somewhere  around  5:00  ajn.,  I  turned 
on  the  locd  news  and  heard  the  weather 
person  say  that  the  “real  feel*  temperature 
was  minus  four  degrees.  The  wind  was 
blowing  hard  and  picking  up  the  icy  cold 
and  making  it  even  colder.  I  went  ahead 
and  prepared  to  go  walking  on  that  coldest 
of  mornings. 

The  more  I  thought  about  it,  the  teas 
enthused  I  was  about  going  out  into  the 
cold.  I  pressed  00  and  finally  opened  the 
doorandheadedoutlthoi^httoinv- 
self  only  an  idiot  would  go  out  on  a  dry 
like  this  and  walk  in  the  'JokL  After  I  rod 
walked  down  the  street  -or  several  min¬ 
utes,  I  saw  absolutely  no  one.  No  one  was 


but  I  didn’t 
m  were.  This 


JLone  mra 

pi*  up  to  the  edge  of  the  table. 

*  in  the  blowing  cold  to  Mp  ham  led  me  to  consider  the  people  m  Th^  are occasira  when**  seem  to 

is.  He  was  afl  puffed  up.  m*y  anH  ghiwriiy  and  hgtirty  love  lost  people  a  whole  lot  more  than  we 

sH  what  kind  ofbkd  k  chirping.  I  have  seen  people  &e  that  often  BkeAe^te  who  g^lortmttts  world 
d  ud  to  stay  warm  Be  ti-w  ttirrn  wh  th»  wirn  **  rtw  ar»  iopaai  and  m^fiimtheinsovee  shivering  on  a 

but  it  didnot  appear  to&aUci^outSecoSnunityaf  fan^ddrptog  In  tbeeeriy  morning  hgU.  I 

lile  I  mysetf  wasoaid,  I  £uth  in  the  cold  of  this  world,  alone  and  Mnajt  a  cold  weather  person.  I  do  realize 

i^rhirpir^  iwwfing  K4p.  that  God’s  people  with  warmth  and  love. 

You  have  seen  folks  like  that,  too.  You  oompussion  and  care,  can  make  a  trey 

may  have  occasionally  been  that  per-  raeodous  difference  in  those  lonely  birds 

son.  How  many  times  do  we  get  outside  Mound  os.  We  get  stuck  out  there  on  a 

of  the  family  of  God  and  sit  in  the  cold,  limb  on  a  cold  morning.  If  we  just  watch 

chiBy,  loneliness  of  our  own  existence?  and  care  and  ggtptose  enough  to  them,  we 

These  people  often  think  they  don't  need  could  be  a  tremendous  help, 

anybody,  but  they  da  The  author  of 

Ecdesiastes  wrote  that  two  are  better  than  The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc¬ 

one.  They  can  keep  each  other  warm.  That  tkms@mbcb.org. 


was  not  I  cot 

1  pressed  on  in  the  dark  until  the  dawn  was. 
began  to  arrive.  It  was  just  before  sunup  bind 

when  I  heara something uoabowe aae in  tob< 

a  tree  It  was  a  chirp,  a  wan  chirp.  Out  had 
bird,  one  lonely  bird  with  a  cold,  nmk  b*rii 

chirp.  I  stopped  and  looked  at  hka  about  in  a 

twenty  feet  up  as  his  chirp  came  about  II 

every  four  or  five  second*.  I  wondered  if  tree _ _ ^ 

there  were  any  other  birds  around.  There  peared  as  though  he  didn't  want  to  tly  any- 
were  none,  but  this  bird  continued  his  where.  I  was  wishing  I  could  help  trim.  I 
mournful  chirp.  knew  I  couldn’tgo  get  a  blanket  and  throw 

I  had  no  idea  what  the  other  birds  were  k  around  him.  There  was  really  nothing 
doing  or  where  they  were,  but  they  weren't  I  could  do,  but  my  reflections  on  wanting 


Christians  of  different  races  unite  for  worship 


"In  our  efforts  to  do  His  win 
now,  k  is  not  about  achieving  the 
goal,  but  about  the  work  that  is 
done  on  us  in  the  process,*  Strick¬ 
land  said.  This  m  why  we  talk 
about  dherafy.  This  is  why  we 
talk  about  racial  reconciliation. ... 
If  s  because  k  forces  us  to  become 
like  our  Savior* 


Strickland  offered  hope  found 
in  Revelation  7:9-10.  'John’s  vi¬ 
sion  does  not  function  solely  as 
a  window  into  Yhe  sweet  by  and 
by.’  ft  is  to  call  God's  people  to  live 
lives  as  those  who  activety  are  try¬ 
ing  to  manifest  the  riches  of  the 
Kingdom  in  the  present" 
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Revivals  &  Homecomings  Spared  from  abortion, 

►  Chalybeate  Church,  Cha-  family  life  center,  service,  _  *  _  *  _  1.  ^11  ^  T**  ^1.  ^  - 

musician  tells  nis  story 


I  ivt*  Drive 
from  the 


►cones 


Dec.  8“’  8:  9  *6  8  pm 


"’V  ^  /  Mil  (.11  O' 


FOR 


MO 


PIKEVI UE,  Ky.  (BP)  -  Grow¬ 
ing  up  wasn't  simple  for  Jason 
Lovins,  who  was  sometimes 
uncomfortable  explaining 
his  situation. 

"When  1  was  young,  I  would 
lie  about  it  and  make  up  a  story 
to  explain  where  my  dad  was/* 
he  said,  "ft  wasn't  that  I  was 
embarrassed,  as  1  accepted  the 
actuality  of  my  story  at  a  very 
young  ame...  I  Mt  like  a  normal 


lawar."- ■  i 

r. 


people  oa  t3 
seats  as  ha 


chose  to 


Presented  by: 
(sooil  I  lope  baptist 
i  '  <  hureh 

ft  1  miles  \  of  KitlilAn  oil 
^  (iOocI  I  lope  <  liuicli  ltd. 


Lovins  tours  the  country 
now,  singing  with  his  band  and 
telling  people  about  forgive¬ 
ness,  redemption,  and  the  depth 
of  God's  love  from  a  perspective 
that  is  both  heart  wrenching 
and  heartwarming. 

The  Jason  Lovins  Band, 
based  in  Appalachia  with  the 
region's  rich  history  of  Coun¬ 
try  and  Southern  Gospel  music, 
has  blended  praise  and  worship 
music  with  the  old  hymns  of  the 
church  for  a  unique  sound  that 
hasgained  national  attention. 

Tilings  typically  get  quiet 
when  Lovins  tells  of  being 
horn  into  a  Christian  family 
where  abortion  was  not  an  op¬ 


tion,  no  matter  what  the  cir¬ 
cumstances.  When  it  became 
evident  his  mother  was  preg¬ 
nant,  the  first  thing  his  grand¬ 
mother  and  mother  did  was 
go  to  church  to  pray  about  it. 
The  answer  was  clear  that  this 
baby  was  to  have  life  and  live  it 
in  glory  to  the  Lord. 

His  very  first  memory  is 


ret  memory  is 
mother’s  nigh 
tion  when  he 


school  graduation  when  he 
was  three  years  oUL  His  family 
made  it  dear  that  even  though 
he  didn't  have  an  earthly  father, 
Jason  had  a  heavenly  Father 
who  loved  him  more  than  he 
could  even  know. 


Register  at  www.perspectives.org 
Jackson,  MS  Class 
For  more  information: 
Contact  A I  y  son  Cutrer 
?T8>66 

al  wsoncutr  or  ^fniail.com 


January  13  May  5 
Sundays  A  7  p.m 

FlrsJ  Baptist  Clinton  Activities  BuiKling 
100  C  Collage  St,  Clinton,  MS  39054 


forty  Bird  (Before  Dec  15)  -  $250 
Regular  Registration  ^Post  Dec  15)  -  $275 
Full-Time  Student  tarty  Bird  -  $220 
Fulf  Time  Student  -  $245  ' 

Registration  inctudee  text  and  workbook 


•‘Perspectives  is,  in  my 
experience,  the  single 
best  discipleship  course 
to  mobilize  the  church 
to  God's  mission.” 


’.J  realized  that  I  could 
help  people  by  telling  my 
story  and  that  is  what 
God  was  speaking  to 
me.' 


Christian 


State  University  in  Morehead, 
Ky.,  where  they  jammed  and 
made  musk  for  Jesus. 

They  were  so  diligent  about 
starting  every  day  at  the  same 
time,  they  were  aubbed  the  "4 
O’Clock  Band.* 

The  4  O’clock  Band  had 
some  early  success  playing 
youth  camps  and  churches,  ana 
it  was  around  this  time  that 
Lovins  started  telling  his  story. 

"1  think  that  1  realized  that 
I  could  help  people  by  telling 
my  story  and  that  is  what  Goa 
was  speaking  to  me,’  Lovins 
recounted.  "At  camp  one  sum¬ 
mer  I  met  a  i6-year-old  girl  who 
was  raped  and  had  a  baby  from 
it  I  shared  my  story  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  was  the  that  time  that 
she  discovered  that  she  wasn’t 
alone  in  the  world." 

It  was  two  years  later  that 
Lovins  folded  the  4  O'clock 
Band  and  the  Jason  Lovins 
Band  was  launched  with  new 
members.  The  group  started 
honing  their  sound  and,  in  the 
developed  an  impres- 


1V1"  li‘  ► 


touring,  with  requests  from 
churches,  state  conferences, 
revivals,  and  student  camps. 
Today  the  band,  consisting  of 
Lovins,  Jose  Mendoza,  Rodney 
Mora,  Ryan  Smith,  and  Aaron 
Crozier,  has  proven  popular 
with  all  age  groups. 

"We  aid  a  crusade  in  Ari¬ 
zona  and  one  of  the  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham  guys  made  a  comment  in  a 
meeting.  He  said,  ‘I  don’t  know 
who  these  guys  are  but  I  walked 


pictures  with  little  kids.  Then 
they  went  inside  and  were  tak¬ 
ing  pictures  with  old  women 
and  families.  I’ve  never  seen 
anybody  that  can  teach  all  ages 
like  that.’ 

"That’s  how  we’ve  always 
been." 
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SODY  UWOC:  UWOC 


Clue:  L  =  H 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week’s  puzzle:  Revelation  1:8 

By  Charles  Marx,  1 932-2004.  ©  2005 


CHAU 

cont.  from  p.  1 


to  the  shore  and  make  prelimi- 
naiy  contact  with  the  Sentinelese. 

At  one  point  a  child  reportedly 
shot  an  arrow  at  him  that  pierced 
his  waterproof  Bible.  Chau  ap¬ 
parently  offered  the  Sentinelese 
fish  and  other  small  gifts  before 
they  killed  him. 

According  to  the  missions 
website  JoshuaProiect.net,  the 
Sentinelese  are  ‘dark,  tall  people 
who  hunt,  gather,  and  fish,"  and 
are  “completely  isolated  from  die 
rest  of  the  world."  Attempts  by 
the  Indian  government  to  m»tp 
peaceful  contact  were  met  “with 
arrows  and.stones,”  so  “the  Indi¬ 
an  government  now  leaves  them 
alone  and  entering  the  North 
Sentinel  island  is  not  allowed" 
PeopleGroups.org,  another  mis¬ 
sions  website,  reports  the  Senti¬ 
neled  pmcdpe  jethnic  religions" 
and  not  Hinduism  or  Islam  like 
many  other  Indians. 

Online  estimates  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Sentinelese  range  from 
40-500. 

R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southern  Seminary  |n 
Louisville  Ky.,  devoted  most  of 
his  Nov.26  podcast  The  Briefing 
to  Chau's  death.  “It’s  important 
for  Christians  to  understand  it 
is  always  right  and  never  wrong 
to  share  the  Gospel  with  anyone, 
whether  or  not  they  are  believed 
to  be  a  part  of  either  a  reached  or 
an  unreached  people  group.  But 
methodology  is  important  here." 

“To  put  the  matter  bluntly," 
Mohler  said,  Chau’s  evangelistic 
method  “is  not  the  way  that  most 
modem  missions  organizations 
would  seek  to  reach  this  kind  of 


FOUNDATION 

y  FLASHBACKMS 


RIOAH  DESIGN.  FABRICATION.  REPAIR 
HefctefbefystainedQlass  com  or  caH  wfc  601- 
483-7958  or  cefl  601-618-1390 

HOPPER  STAKED  GLASS:  Custom 


Highlights  from  the  history  of  your  Mississippi 


Baptist  Foundation  shared  in  the  format  of  their  original 
publication  in  The  Baptist  Record.  The  following  orticle  wos 
published  on  August  13,  1964.  .  „ 

Foundation  Is  Mission  Agency 


.  mmmmm.  PWJ’fr  «*«.»  AVAILABLE:  Rawed 

— k*  ~  fSSSEfraFE 

— - — — —  Baptist  Church  Graduate  of  New  Orleans 
SHOP  —  windows  Baptist  and  Fufter  Theological  Semnar- 
>  R  your  opening  tes  References  available  Compensation 
unjw,P ortart  Contact  him  at  601-408-4608 
>1-709-4679  orbennyhomsbycom 


The  Miesrseippi  Baptist  Foundation  is  a  misaionary  agency  in 
truest  mmtm  oTlhe  word,  it  has  been  deulared  by  Dr.  Harry  Lee 
Bpanoer,  a yaauiits  eecreUry. 

Aa  an  example  “Se  said  the  Foundation  1ms  $44,866.62  in 
permanent  endowment  the  income  from  which  goes  to  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  and  which  amount  to  $2,283  74  during  the 
paat  nine  months 

The  Foundation  has  S3JXX)  permanent  endowment,  the  income 
from  which  goes  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  and  whkh 
amounted  to  $151.74  during  the  past  nine  months. 

The  R.  B  Thomas  fund  has  provided  $4,600.00  in  income  to  the 
Foreign  Mission  Jeard  the  past  nine  months,  making  a  grand 
total  of  $6,936.48  to  fomign  missions  during  this  period 

In  addition  to  tha  abme,  $1,128.83  was  provided  to  the  Home 
MianonBoanl  in  Atlanta  and  V2, 197.86  to  tha  8UU  Convention 
Board  for  miaaaonaiy  causes  during  the  past  nine  months 

That  makes  a  grand  total  of  $10,262.17  in  income  to  mission 
eauaes  during  the  past  nine  months,  declared  Dr  Spencer 

Thanks  to  the  generosity  of  Mississippi  Baptists  just 
like  you,  funds  managed  by  your  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation  for  the  benefit  of  the  International  Mission 
Board  have  increased  significantly  since  the  above-, 
referenced  article  was  first  published.  And  while 
year^nd  gifts  for  2018  are  yet  to  be  distributed  and 
tallied.  Foundation  distributions  to  the  International 
Mission  Board,  North  American  Mission  Board, 
Cooperative  Program,  and  Mississippi  Baptist  in-state 
missions  well  exceeded  $300,000  in  fiscal  year  2018. 


PARKWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  HOuTcOUNT^UnI^BAPT 
Mr  %?«£££! m  A  FULL  Jm  0R  SOUTHERN  JONES  CC 
PART  TIME  WORSHIP  LEADER.  Please  SEEKING  A  FULL  THE 


committee  at  resumes  to  B»y  Sanders.  1779  Ovett-Petal 

3Myr  H,fehar<63@g^.l  con _  Rd  .  Ovett  MS  39464.  oremal  toannspark- 

■mANUEL  BAPTIST  OF  VICKSBURG  fnang*tn* _ 

ASSOCIATE  CLEAR  CREEK  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  OX- 
PASTOR/YOUTH  MINISTER.  Please  emad  FORD  MS  IS  SEEKING  A  YOUTH  PASTOR 
resumes  to  mbutlZ^jehooxom  °f  mart  to  Emai  resume  to  heavcnbourto201iaaR.net 
6949  61  <*"”*<*>  46 CR 313,  Oxford,  MS  366tt 

■fa.  -  CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Of  MERI0- 

J RSI^IST-CHURCM  lOHO  BEACH  “S  *  SEEKING  A  Bl- VOCATIONAL 

S  RECEIVING  RESUMES  FOR  A  FULL  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  Our  Woretep 
TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  Send  resumes  Services  are  a  Blend  of  contemporary**) 
com  or  First  traditional  music  Interested  parlies  should 
Attn  Muse  send  a  resume  to  cbdnfolOeomcaatnet 


Rd  ,  Ovett  MS  39464.  or  email  to  annspark- 


Search  Committee  300  North  Cleveland  For  Mom  Information  C*  Stan' M# 
Avenue  Long  Beech.  MS  39560  601-483-5432 

SAPTIST  CHURCH/  NEW  PROSPECT  JAPTIST  CHURCH, 
MS  IS  SEEKING  A  FULL  0UVE  BRANCH,  MS  IS  SEEKING  A  BI¬ 
TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH:  Baaic  require-  VOCATIONAL  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  Plea ee 
Hwno  inctode  a  mmmum  of  an  associate's  email  resume  to  ncurtis^newpfc  spec?  ne? 
degree  and  two  years  related  minrstertai  SEEKING  1  FULL-TUIF  pastho  - 

X mSSXSLe  "  "•  ■*»  BEnuBY  baptSt  SwwTKL. 

"  s ssa&s 


»»  As  you  plan  your  missions  giving  this 


j  -  — rr—  *  ■mwiiuuvfwi  m euiie  or\ 

your  lifetime.  Your  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  is  avail 
to  oiifuncr  questions  and  help  you  formulate  a  plan  for  Let 

w ******  msbaptistfoundation . 
call  601  292-5210,  or  e-mail  foundation Qmbcb.org. 
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ThGi&eceiver  •  Genesis  27:18-29 

Mott  of  us  have  had  to  deal  with  a  de-  launched  a  plan  whereby  Jac 
ceitful  person  in  our  lives  at  some  point  tercept  the  Messing.  Thus,  we 
Deception  causes  mistrust,  hard  fedinra,  27:18-23  of  Jacob  ’s  imdHfrr** 
and  tension  within  families,  among  friends.  First,  he  claimed  to  be  Esau, 
and  with  co-workers.  Believers  are  encour-  claimed  God  had  hlessedhis  hi 


Is  Jacob  had  ancient  times.  Gen.  27:28  was  a  powerful 
ob’s  reply  to  blessing  from  the  perroeedve  of  an  ^ri¬ 
le  fraudulent  cultural  society.  The  ‘dew  of  heaven.*  the 
“fatness  of  the  earth*  and  the  “abundance 
iaed  as  Esau,  of  grain  and  new  wine*  represented  God’s 
wine.  Isaac,  provision  of  a  bounfifiil  harvest 

The  blessing  became  more  personal  in 
Gen.  27:29  as  Isaac  implored  God  to  grant 
“Esau”  the  status  of  master  under  whom  the 
vwmld  serve  and  the  nations  and 
« — — ! — j  would  bow  down.  The  prayer 
\  “Esau"  to  be  cursed  and 

_  - - 'him  to  be  blessed  hear- 

own  rela-  kens  back  to  Goers  blessing  of  Abram  (Gen. 
tional  mis-  12.3).  Unknowingly,  Isaac  allowed  Jacob  t8 
fortunes?  steal  his  brother’s  blessing. 

Yes,  they  God  can  accomplish  Ins  purposes  even 
cap  and  they  throi«h  selfishly  motivated  people.  He  had 
often  do.  revealed  to  Rebekah,  before  her  sons  were 
Like  Isaac,  bom,  that  the  older  son  would  serve  the 
Christ-fol-  younger  son  (Gen.  25:23).  His  sovereignty 
lowers  can  would  assure  the  outcome.  However,  the 
allow  them-  ends  do  not  justify  the  means.  God  does  not 
selves  to  be  rely  on  deceft  from  His  children  to  advance 
driven  by  His  plans  in  this  world.  Rather,  God  worts 
tl  aggrandize-  His  plan  in  this  worid  in  spite  of  the  short- 
■ated  a  home  comings  of  His  people.  As  believers,  we  can 


ten.  27:25,  Jai  ob,  • 

his  father  gane _ 

p  satisfied,  a  Bed  for  his  son  to  ap- 
him  with  a  k  «.  As  Jacob  kissed  ms 

1  father,  Isaac  smelled  the  outdoorsy _ 

f  Esau’s  ganr  ents.  Jacob’s  treachery  peoples  wou 
nplete;  his  hther  had  been  deceived  his  brothers 
tdKr.  Esau’s  blessing  went  to  Jacob.  for  anyone  a 
Christians  tow  the  seeds  of  their  for  those  ble 


Explore  the 

with  W.  Wayne  V 


VanHom  is  Dean  of  the  Mississippi 
College  School  of  Christian  Studies  and 
the  Arts. 


atp  ask  for  a  sign.  In-  us  a  son  is  riven/  Note  the  words  a  child  k»  In  our  final  passra  the  prophecy  is,  God 

refiiara  the  generous  bom’  which  dedans  humanity  and  ’a  son  Promised  a  Descender*  of  David,  Isaiah 
ould  be  wrongly  put-  is  green’  which  represents  the  deity.  The  11:1-5.  We  find  this  unconditional  promise 
^^‘E^’me^a^vmeg^ofgraceto  announredtoDwidby  die  prophet  Nathan 
1a  thinking  this  would  sinners.  “Hjb  name  shaD  be  called. .  .Woo-  in  2  Samuel  7:16^  “Andyour  house  and  your 
Lord  does  grve  a  sign,  derful  Counselor.'  The  word  wonderful  kingdom  shall  be  established  foreverbefore 

■“  *  “ -  — “V  berond  our  un-  you.  YourthroosrtiaD  be  established  forev- 

13:18).  Counselor  ef(NWX  Ifcvkfs  dynasty  would  come  to 
sdom  and  leader-  a  dose,  yet  in  God’s  plan  and  timing  there 
caDed . . .  Mighty  would  come  forth  a  shoot  out  of  a  stump 
God,*  repre-  which  would  be  the  stem  of  Jesse.  Hope 
seating  his  was  coming,  Jesus  the  Messiah  (Rom.  1:31 
deity.  “His  Rev.  53).  In  verse  two,  note  the  re-peated 
name  shall  phraseTheSpWofaixlwhatft  willdoand 
f  be  called  .  bring:  the  LORD  rests  upon  him,  wisdom 
Everiast-  and  understanding,  counsel  and  might, 
fog  Father,”  knowledge  and  the  fear  of  the  LORD.  The 
which  de-  Messiah  wfflnotjudge  with  his  eyes  or  what 
scribes  His  he  hears,  but  he  win  judge  with  righteous- 
fc  steadfast  ness.  He  ahafl  reign  because  He  is  the  King 
■  love  and  of  Kings.  (Fulfillment  of  this  prophecy  is 
faithfulness,  found  m  MatLi:6,i6;  Acts  13:23;  and  Re*, 
with  His  people.  22:16.) 

‘called  .  ..Prince  “But  what  God  foretold  by  the  mouth  of 
1  harmonious  life  an  the  prophets,  that  his  Christ  would  suffer, 
id*  to  this  peace  he  thus  fulfilled"  (Acts  3:18  ESV).  Joy  to  the 

- . - erstanding  (Phfl.  world  the  Lord  has  come,  as  He  promised! 

John  14:27;  Isa.  26:3).  (Fulfillment  of 

prophecy  is  found  in  Matt  1:23;  Luke  Leathers  is  a  member  of  First  Church, 
-33;  2:7,11.)  Madison. 


Studies  for  Life 

Laura  Leathers 


Rein  and  Pekah  wanted  Jut 
them  to  go  against  Assyria, 
refused.  Then  the  Lord  teft 
his  son,  Shear-Jashub,  and 
cay,  “Take  heed,  and  be  qu 
or  be  fainthearted  for  these 
TA  NKJV).  This  is  Ahaz’s  m 
snoe;  trust  and  have  faith  in 


son!  (FulfiDment  of  this  prophecy  is  found 
in  Matt  1:18-25  and  Luke  1:26-31.) 

The  9eoond  prophecy  comes  from  Isa¬ 
iah  9:6-7,  God  Promised  a  Child.  When 
you  read  verse  six,  do  you  read  it  or  do  you 
want  to  sing  it?  Composer  (Jeonsc  Fndenc 
Handel  wrote  such  a  beautiful  composition 
using  only . . .  “For  to  us  a  child  is  bom,  to 


SBC 

coat,  from  p.  1 

a  church  immediately,  others 
may  need  to  simply  begin  the 
process  with  assistance  from 
the  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  or  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Mission  Board  (IMB), 
Greear  noted. 

■  Asking  every  Southern 
Baptist  who  is  a  recent  college 


graduate  to  pursue  the  first 
two  years  of  their  career  in  a 
location  where  they  can  serve 
through  a  new  church  plant. 
The  DIB,  NAMB.  or  a  state 
convention  can  help  graduates 
find  an  appropriate  dty  and 
church  plant,  he  said. 

Another  topic  of  conver¬ 
sation  during  the  13-minute 
Facebook  Live  broadcast  was 
Greear’s  call  for  Southern 
Baptists  to  pray  and  fast  for 


four  SBC  entities  presently 
seeking  presidents. 

Those  entities  indude  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee,  Life- 
Way  Christian  Resources,  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  and  South¬ 
western  Seminary. 

IMB,  which  has  also  been 
seirching  for  a  new  leader,  ex¬ 
tended  a  call  Nov.  15  through 
the  entity’s  trustees  to  Paul 
Chitwood,  executive  director 
of  the  Kentucky  Baptist  Con¬ 


vention,  to  serve  as  president. 

“If  He’s  going  to  make  our  in¬ 
stitutions  greater,  then  it’s  go¬ 
ing  to  be  because  we  are  single- 
focused  on  getting  the  Gospel  to 
the  fort,*  Greear  said,  “[fithe 
SBC  is]  looking  to  our  past  for 
the  future,  that  s  a  dim  future.  If 
we’re  looking  to  our  present  tal¬ 
ent,  that’s  a  aim  future  hut  if  we 
just  say,  ‘God,  we  want  to  hum¬ 
bly  trust  in  Your  Word,’  that  is  a 
bright  future  indeed." 


Greear  also  utilized  the  Face- 
book  Live  broadcast  to  pmvfflb 
an  update  on  the  Sexual  Abuse 
Advisory  Study  he  has  under¬ 
taken  in  conjunction  with  the 

SBC  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  in  Nashville 
The  study  will  be  a  two-year 
process  and  include  a  fluid 
group  of  outside  experts,  de¬ 
nominational  leaders,  and  pas¬ 
tors.  The  study  is  currently  in 
its  first  of  three  phases. 
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Moca  than  50  women  from  congregations  across  the  county  participated  in  the  annual  Blessings  for 
Women  dinner  program  at  NEW  BETHEL  CHURCH,  CARROLL  COUNTY,  Nov  10.  A  meal, 
served  by  the  men.  was  followed  by  testimony  advocating  discipleship  by  Tece  Goins;  Goins's  talk  was 
preceded  by  inspirational  songs  perfor  med  by  three  of  her  daughters,  alt  of  the  French  Camp  area 


THE  BACKPACK  MINISTRY  OF  LYMAN 
CHURCH,  GULfPORT,  gives  away  over  33 
food  bags  per  week.  Twenty  hoftday  turkey  boxes 
for  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  went  to  the  Ly¬ 
man  Elementary  School. 


Four  people  were  baptized  at  CENTERPOINT 
CHURCH,  BROOKHAVEN,  Nov  25.  Dinner 
on  the  grounds  followed.  Shown  are  Chelbie 
Newton,  Meadville.  Walker  Breazeale.  Wesson; 

J .T.  Moss.  Wesson;  and  Lillian  Moss.  Wesson 


In  other  Church  Nows: 

►  Flowood  Church.  Rowcod,  is  having  a  live  nativity  scene  Dec.  7-9, 5:30  -  8:00  pjn.  Free. 


Submission  Guidelines 

o  The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  place  m  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  be  published 

Preferred  method,  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  *meil  address  below,  and 
jnust  be  included  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  e-mail  form.  Secondary  method;  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  and  mailed.  All  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing;  no  articles  w»M  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
**  threats,  no  text  attachments  wiH  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 
permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise  Include  the 
who.  what.  wnen.  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person  s  address  and 
r  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically 


via  e-mail,  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format  Hard 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photographs 

must  be  dear.' sharp,  and  welHighted.  Photo¬ 
graphs  must  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  build¬ 
ing-.  or  object-only  photographs  will  be  printed 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  clothing  wil  not  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution 
items  that  do  net  reproduce  well  on  newsprint 
are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  will  be  published,  and  unsolicited 
material  wd  net  be  acknowledged  or  returned 
All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and  all 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week 
prior  to  requested  publication  date  Articles  that 
are  not  date-sensitive  wiH  be  published  on  a 
space-available  basis  These  guidelines  are  not 
meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record,  PO  Box 
530.  Jeckson.  MS  382050530  FAX:  (601)  292- 
3330  E-meil:  baptistrecordBmbcb  org 


GASTON  CHURCH, 
BOONEVILLE,  has  called  Bob 
Gregory  to  serve  as  minister  of 
youth  and  college.  He  is  shown 
with  his  wife  Alexandria. 


HILLCREST  CHURCH, 

CARRIERE,  has  called  Jason 
Skinner  as  pastor.  He  and  Ns 
wife  Angela  live  in  Popiarville 
and  have  one  son.  two  daugh¬ 
ters.  a  son-in-law,  and  a  grand¬ 
son.  He  is  also  the  owner  of 
Skinner's  Lawn  and  Auto  Detail. 


SOUTH  NETTLETON  CHURCH,  NETTLETON,  has  called 
Jeffrey  Adams  as  pastor.  Shown  with  Adams  is  his  wife  Candice, 
daughter  GabryraWe,  and  son  Emmanuel. 


Need  a  light? 

s  said.  *1  am  flu*  light  of  the  world. 
W  hm  v  t*i  Follow  s  me  will  not  w  a  Ik 
in  darkness  lint  will  base  the 
light  of  life.**  (John  N:  1 2  > 

Simple  share  the  following  praver 
with  find  in  your  own  words: 

1.  l  ord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
1 1  hate  sinned. i 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal 

death.  ( I  repent.) 
3.  I  belies e  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my  sins 
and  to  restore  my  relationship 
with  \  on.  <1  he  lies  e  in  Jesus.) 
4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  (  hrist 
4  into  m\  life,  f  rom  this  time  on, 

I  want  tojivc  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him.  <1  receive  (  hrist  as 
fill  Sav  ior  and  l.ord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him,  («>  them  lu*  gave 
the  right  to  become  children  of  (,od.  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name.**  (John  1:12) 
If  vou  make  a  decision  for  (  hrist  today,  contact  a 
local  Southern  Baptist  church  for  spiritual  guidance. 


